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AGENDA 
1. Confirmation of the Proceedings of the General Meeting held on 2nd 
February, 1944. 
2. Recommendations of candidates for Fellowship. 
3. Announcement of election of new Fellows. 


4. The following additions have been made to the Library since the meeting 
on 2nd February, 1944. 


Presented. 


Macmillan, W.: A list of the butterflies and moths found in or near 
Castle Carey, Somerset, 1871-1895. Castle Cary. n.d. [Mr. J. R. 
le B. Tomlin. ] 

Higgins, L. G.: The sixteen plates of original drawings used to illus- 
trate his paper in 1941, Trans. R. ent. Soc. Lond. 91 : 175-365, on 
Palaearctic species of the genus Melitaea. [The author.] 


Purchased. 


Allan, P. B. M.: Talking of moths. Newtown, Montgomeryshire, 1943. 


In addition, separates have been presented by the United States 
Department of Agriculture, the Imperial Institute of Ento- 
mology, and others. 


5, Admission of Fellows. 


6. Communications. 


1. Dr. V. B. Wigglesworth, F.R.S. 


Preservation of insects attacking plants. 
[ Abstract. ] 


Plants preserved in the usual mixture of formalin containing copper 
sulphate acquire an unnatural blue tinge. But if copper is added to Bouin’s 
picro-formol fixative the yellow colour of the picric acid will compensate for 
the altered tint of the foliage. Better fixation of the insects also results. 
Bouin’s fixative containing 1 per cent of copper sulphate has been used. 
Where this causes shrinkage, as in some lepidopterous larvae, it is diluted 


6 


with an equal volume of water. Often the insects (Aphids, Coccids, small 
caterpillars) will remain in their normal feeding positions. When their colour 
is due to ingested chlorophyll this colour is retained. The whole effect may 
then be very natural. The specimens are put in tubes sealed with waxed 
corks (which are pierced with a hollow needle to allow the escape of air) bound 
with adhesive tape and re-waxed. If such tubes are immersed in a trough 
of water so as to compensate for their curvature, and examined in a bright 
light, fine details can be seen with the dissecting microscope. 


2. Dr. H. E. Hinton. 


The systematic position of Pyralis glaucinalis (L.). 
[ Abstract. ] 


A study of the morphology of the larva of Pyralis glaucinals (L.), P. 
farinalis (L.), and Hypsopygia costalis (F.) shows that the larva of P. glauconalis 
is very different from that of P. farinalis but extremely close to that of H. 
cosiahs. It is suggested that glawcinalis should be transferred from the genus 
Pyralis to the genus Hypsopygia. The habits of the larvae as well as the 
wing venation and other adult structures of these moths support this 
conclusion. 


3. Dr. L. G. Higgins, F.R.C.S. 


Parallel variation in Palearctic Butterflies. 
[ Abstract. ] 


Examples of the parallel variation exhibited by groups of species of 
butterflies belonging to the genera Hrebia and Melitaea will be shown. It is 
suggested that these variations in size and wing-marking, hitherto widely 
regarded as subspecific, are in fact evidence of the insect’s response to environ- 
mental conditions, though often much more striking than true sub-specific 
characters. It follows that this variation, with characters so easily influenced 
by environment, must be quite unsuitable for use in subspecific differentiation, 
without the most careful scrutiny. 


4. Communications and exhibits the titles of which have been received 
since the circulation of these agenda. 


Fellows are particularly requested to bring suitable exhibits to the General 
Meetings even though it may not be possible to announce their intention to 
do so before the meeting. 


Tea will be served in the Library after the meeting. 


NOTICE. 


Fellows are reminded that systematic papers for which they are anxious 
to secure early publication can now be published with very little delay in 
Proceedings Series B, provided they do not exceed a length of some eight 
printed pages. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 2ND Frpruary, 1944. 


Dr. E. A. Cockayne, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P., President, in the Chair. 
Present, 42 Fellows and 4 Visitors. 


The President announced that he had nominated Mr. Francis Hemming, 
UOMLG., C.B.Es Dr. W. H: Thorpe, and Dr. H. B. Williams as Vice-Presidents 
for the coming year. 


The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 19th January were confirmed 
and signed by the President, subject to the addition of the following after the 
words “Tea was served in the Library”’, namely :—‘ Where an exhibit illus- 
trating some of the work of the late Sir Edward Poulton had been prepared.” 


The Secretary read the names of the following new candidates for election : 
J. F. Bird and R. F. Bretherton. 


The Secretary announced that Mr. R. W. Lloyd, elected a Fellow in 1885, 
had been elected a Special Life Fellow. 


He also announced that the following had been elected Ordinary Fellows : 
P. B, M. Allan, M.A., The Rectory, Aberhafesp, Newtown, Montgomeryshire ; 
Douglas W. Mollison, 14, Lichfield Road, Kew Gardens, Richmond, Surrey ; 
Denis A. Quirke, M.Agr.Sc., Monard, Co. Tipperary, Hire; Gerald H. Thomp- 
son, St. Edmund Hall, Oxford; G. R. Cunningham van Someren, Entomo- 
logical Section, Public Health Department, Municipal Council of Nairobi, 
Box 651, Nairobi, Kenya. 


Thanks were voted to donors of gifts to the Library since the last meeting. 


Communications were made by Mr. H. M. Edelsten, Professor G. D. Hale 
Carpenter and Dr. H. E. Hinton. Professor Carpenter offered to present to 
the Society the coloured drawings of moths and of the Mantis Hymenopus 
bicornis Stoll, and also the eight unpublished letters from Charles Darwin to 
Roland Trimen, referred to in the abstract which appeared on p. 2. The 
offer was gratefully accepted. Mr. Edelsten supplemented his remarks con- 
cerning Megathrips bonannw Uzel (see p. 1) with the following information 
given him by Mr. F. Laing: ‘“ Mr. Donisthorpe turned up the macropterous 
female in 1910, and the species was again found by Dr. C. B. Williams in 1912 
and by Mr. C. J. C. Pool in 1913. In each case the habitat was believed to 
have been dry sedge refuse. Single records of its occurrence in Austria and 
Russia have appeared.’’ He added that in its earlier stages M. bonannu 
appears to live in partly dead sallow branches which have been attacked by 
the larvae of Aegeria formicaeformis Esper and Cryptorhynchus lapathi L., on 
the frass of which species, or else on sap exudations, the nymphs may subsist ; 
alternatively they may be predacious. In breaking open the sallow branch 
three nymphs, which were lying side by side in what seemed to be a pupal 
chamber, were destroyed. An abstract of Dr. H. E. Hinton’s communication 
appeared on page 2. 

Mr. Griffin exhibited two issues of the German propaganda magazine 
Signal. One described how a larva of Cossus cossus bored nine times through 
a lead tube, the other referred to the trapping of the Vine Portrix by means 
of assembling. 

N. D. Ritey, Hon. Secretary. 
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NOTICES 


ADMISSION OF FELLOWS 


Any Fellow who has not been formally admitted to the Society under Chapter 
XIV, Section 4 of the Bye-Laws and attends the meeting on 1st March, 1944, 
is requested to inform the Registrar before 3.15 p.m. on that date. 


Tur Generic Names or Britisy Insects, prepared by the Committee on 
Generic Nomenclature of the Royal Entomological Society ‘of London, with the 
assistance of the Department of Entomology of the British Museum (Natural 
History) : 


Part 1. Recommendations relating to the cs of 


the committee’s reports . p 5 price 6d. 
Part 2. The generic names of the British Whgpalocers hae 

a check list of the species : price 3s. 6d. 
Part 3. The generic names of the British Odonats witha a 

check list of the species . 3 price 3s. 6d. 
Part 4. The generic names of the British Neuropters ea 

a check list of the British species. price 3s. 6d. 


Part 5. The generic names of the British Hymenoptera 
Aculeata, with a check list of the British species price 15s. Od. 


Part 6. The generic names of the British CaraBIDA®, with 


a check list of the British species. price 10s. Od. 
Part 7. The generic names of the British Hydradophage, 
with a check list of the British species . price 5s. Od. 


Part 8. The generic names of the British Hoavees 
Heteroptera, with a check list of the British 
species : ; , ‘ : - . price 39s, Od. 


Stytops, a Journal of Taxonomic Entomology. 


1932-1935. Vols. 1-4 (all issued). Price £1 16s. Od. each; to Fellows, 
flvis2Od. 


ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE RoyaL ENToMOoLOGICAL SocIETY oF 
Lonpon. 1935. Nos. 1-6 (all issued). 3s. Od. 


HUBNER: A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL AND SYSTEMATIC ACCOUNT OF THE ENTOMOLOGI- 
CAL WORKS OF JACOB HUBNER AND THE SUPPLEMENTS THERETO. In 2 vols. 
By Francis Hemming. 


Price. Vol.-1.. - G05, pp; pelos Od: 
» Volo 25 2276 pp: 15s. Od. 


The next Meeting will be held on 5th April, 1944, at 3.30 p.m. 


Published by Tur Royat Entomotogican Society or Lonpon and sold 
at tts Rooms, 41, Queen’s Gate, S.W.7, price 6d. 


